Annual Report
2014-2015

Welcome From Director Brenda McKinley

Connect at C.H. Booth Library! Our
friendly and knowledgeable staff truly
enjoys making connections with our
patrons, both in the library and out in
our community. Here are a few of my
favorites:

e Our experienced Children’s Librari-
an and staff teaching early literacy
skills through Story Times or Moth-
er Goose on the Loose or bringing
that experience right into the class-
room with an in-school visit.

¢ Our enthusiastic Young Adult Li-
brarian inspiring (and being inspired
by) our creative, well-read, service
oriented group of teens in the
Young Adult Council or inviting
one hundred 7t graders into the
library for a before-hours library
tour full of fun, games and the
chance to check out a great book.

e Our expert Reference Librarians
doing one-on-one technology train-
ing or introducing local business
groups to the wide range of re-
sources in the library supporting
business owners, entrepreneurs and
job seekers.

e Our Circulation Department staff
helping a reader discover that per-
fect novel or gathering those per-
fect reads together for delivery to
one of our homebound patrons.

Director Brenda McKinley

T also love to sce library patrons make
connections when they come to the
library. They might be checking out a
favorite book, attending a program,
lecture or workshop, participating in a
book discussion or writing group,
spending time in our maker space de-
signing with the library’s 3D printer or
exploring basic robotics, playing a game
of chess or scrabble, chatting with a
neighbor over a cup of coffee, or catch-
ing up with the news of the world in the
petiodicals room.

Whether it is online with our newly
redesigned website or through the front
doors, I encourage everyone to discover
all the different connections that you
can make at the library. We have a
wealth of materials and resources to
enrich and educate. We welcome youl!
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A Year of Continuity and Change

Your Board is
committed to its
charge to pro-
vide oversight
and direction for
your library. Our
guiding princi-
ples are to en-
sure that the
library continues
to be an im-
portant academ-
ic, cultural and
social force in
the Newtown community. During this
year, every Board member devoted time,
talent, and energy on several important
initiatives. Our focus was on completing

President of the Board of
Trustees Robert Geckle

a search for a new director, enhanced
fund raising, policy reviews, and the
development of a multi-year strategy for
the library.

Our Director, Brenda McKinley, is now
embarking on her second year of leader-
ship. While sustaining our important
heritage, she is keenly focused on imple-
menting programs and initiatives that
will ensure the library remains relevant
in a changing environment.

Our fundraising initiatives continued to
focus on providing involvement and fun
for all members of our community. The
5t Annual Turkey Trot on Thanksgiv-
ing morning is now a much-anticipated
event. We also added an entertaining
fundraiser in the spring. Both comple-
ment our important Annual Fund
Drive. Last, but not least, our multi-year
strategic plan process is underway. We
will be actively seeking community input
during the early spring of 2016.

As you read, you will see how your
giving sustains the role of our library as
a transformative force for Newtown
residents of all ages...an educational
partner, a source of discovery, a per-
sonal refuge, and a place to connect
with friends and neighbors.

We are extremely grateful for the sup-
port of the Friends of the Library, the
Town of Newtown, and especially our
over 750 individual donors. Thank you!

Board of Trustees

e Robert Geckle, President

e Michelle Rosenthal, Vice
President

e William McCarthy, Treasurer
e Geri Catley

e Tom D’Agostino

e Laura Goldstein

e Colleen Honan

e Raymond Irrera

e Matthew F. Mihalcik

e Walter Motyka

e Joan Petersen

e Mark Principi

e Anne Rothstein

e Julia Starkweather

e Michael Talluto

e William Lavery, Emeritus

e Mary Thomas, Emeritus
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The C. H. Booth Staff

Have a question about your account? Our outgoing and personable circulation staff is

available to answer any question you may have regarding your account - by phone or

in person. The circulation staff is here to help you; services include circulating, renew-
ing, and requesting items for our patrons. Looking for something to read? Our staff

will help you find your next favorite book, suggesting titles based on your individual

interests and tastes. We also have copiers, printers, fax machine, scanner, charging
station, wireless, even wireless printing - and a Friends Café for a coffee break!

Kate Sheehan - Head of Technical
Services/Systems

Marie Walker - Technical Services

Judy Craven - Technical Services

Candice Woods - Circulation Supervisor

Beryl Harrison - Assistant Director

Meg Savarese - Business Manager

Mimi Morin - Children’s Department

Darlene Spencer - Children’s Technical
Services

Joann Smith - Reference Librarian

Terry Tortora - Circulation Desk

Anne Mastroianni - Reference Librarian

Randi Rote - Circulation Desk

Brenda McKinley - Director

Kim Weber - Head of Young Adult
Services

Adam Liscinsky - Custodian

Dylan Jones - Custodian

Lucy Handley - Program Director

Alana Bennison - Head of Children’s
Services

Fran Ashbolt -Circulation Desk

Margaret Larsen - Circulation Desk

Lisa Cohane - Children’s Services

Missing from photo:

Andy McCulloch - Head of Reference
Services

Kathy Liscinsky - Children’s Services

Pat Martin - Circulation Desk

Leslie Quinn - Circulation Desk
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Connecting the Community...
chbMarkers

In step with the International maker movement, it was a big year in 2015 for chbMAK-
ERS, our community’s one and only maker space! Thanks to a very successful fundrais-
er spearheaded by our Board of Trustees we were able to purchase a second, larger 3D
printer, new Raspberry Pi kits, additional Arduino kits, an Ozobot and new LittleBits
components. We outgrew our utility cart and have moved much of the equipment and
many of our classes to a corner of the library just beyond the Young Adult Department.

Exciting news! In 2016 we’ll start work on a Board
and grant-funded multi-purpose studio, a gathering
place where Newtowners of all ages will be able to
chbMakers learn new skills, create their own projects and con-
multi-purpose nect with other makers in the community. chb-
studio coming MAKERS welcomes all to our free, drop-in craft-
in 2016!

ing and tinkering workshops. Join us for hands-on
projects and skill-sharing in electronics, crafts,

media, and more!

Businesses Large and Small

are welcome to learn, share and network at the library. In January we’ll launch a variety
of new initiatives and resources with a special Small Business Open House, and will kick
off a new series of Brown Bag Business Hour programs. We encourage small businesses,
home-based workers, and entrepreneurs to make the library your office---we have meet-
ing space with Skype and other virtual communication tools, the Virtual Small Business
Development Center, and print and online business resources. Visit our website to con-
nect online to Consumer Reports, Transparent Language, Valueline, and Universal Class
offering over 500 classes - all free with your library card! Contact the Reference depart-
ment for more information, or come up to the third floor for hands-on assistance.

Children

are our connection to the future. The library supports and strengthens your con-
nection to your child through our early music and movement classes and story
times. Our up-to-date collection of books, CDs and DVDs supports the Common
Core, providing children with fiction and non-fiction on all reading levels. Our
enrichment workshops explore science, technology, engineering, art and math. A
monthly “Books and Legos” program emphasizes creative responses to literature,
encouraging children to use their imagination as they build with Lego bricks. Lego
WeDo workshops introduce children to programming. Visit our website to see
what’s happening at the library. Connect your child to new learning experiences
through story times, crafts, and the many programs leading your child to a lifelong
love of learning and reading!
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Expanding Your Life!

Browse...

our ever-expanding collections of DVDs, CDs,
downloadables and, of course, BOOKS! Check our
website to sign up for Wowbrary and have
information on our newest books, DVDs and CDs
delivered to your email. Connect to databases like
Consumer Reports or Valueline, take an online class,
learn a language - all available with your library card.

Programs...

updated daily on our website range from
reading groups to crafts to lectures. You will
find something of interest to entertain, educate
and challenge. From a Downton Abbey tea to a
stress relieving yoga class or clever craft, there is
sure to be a program for you!

Find your place. ..

a spot to collaborate with classmates and friends, a
comfortable chair tucked away in a corner, a quiet
study carrel, a table in the café to relax and chat, even
a jigsaw puzzle to provide a little stress relief.




We Thank Our Donors - FY14-15

Abondolo, Gloria
Aitchison, Marjorie
Akbas, Okan & Soledad
Alberico, Nancy & Cosmo
Alex, Robert & Virginia
Alexander, Marilyn
Amembal, Sheela & Amar
Amodeo, Laura

Annett, Charles E.

Antey, Mary K.
Armstrong, Maureen & Tom
Armstrong, William
Arneth, Elizabeth A.
Arsenault, John & Pamela
Atkinson, Ed & Lyn

Baadi, David & Renee
Baggett, Sherri & Scott
Bastos, Julia S.

Battista, Sylvia

Baxter, David L.
Beaudoin, Dr. & Mrs. J. R.

Bedichek, Sarah & Greenwood Jr., James

Benkovich, Andrew Z.
Berliner, James & Shirley
Bernstein, Karla & Jeffrey
Bevan, Joseph T. & Margaret J.
Bistany, Carol

Bliven, Christina

Bobowick, A. Roger & Barbara
Bock, Catherine G.

Bogdanoff, Tod

Boland, Mark & Carol*
Bolinsky, Mitch & Luisa
Bolmer, Ryan

Borrello, Dr. Nicholas J. & Mrs. Barbara

Borruso, John & Joan
Borst, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
Brimmer, Bill & Barbara
Brookes, Bill

Brooks, Kevin & Eileen
Brown, Arthur & Tiffany
Brown, Margaret
Budzinski, Glenn & Colleen
Burns, Kevin

Burns, Thurley
Burzynski, LaVerne M.
Buzas, George

Caldwell & Walsh Building Construction,

Inc.**
Campbell, Ruth G.
Carley, Geraldine
Carney, Charles
Cassella, Paul & Betsy
Cavanaugh, Marcia
Cheh, Keith & Patty
Chion, Mr. & Mrs. John
Chriatti, Chris & Kristin
Christensen, Mr. & Mrs. J. E.
Chung, Yun Kee
Cimmino, Mr. & Mrs. John A.
Cinquegrana, Mark & Susan
Clark, Dr. & Mrs. Robert H.
Coates, John
Cole, Sheila & Jerry
Colonel, Richard & Lorene
Combs, Barbara J.
Comcowich, Elizabeth
Compolattaro, Susan
Coonan, John & Camille

Cooper, Lisa D.

Corelli, Patricia A.

Cortese, Nancy

Cox, Bob & Hannah

Cox, Sarah D.

Crisi, Shirley M.

Cuomo, Mrs. Marie
Curran, Mary & Bernard
D'Agostino, Rafe
D’Agostino, Tom

D'Amato, Albert & Gerardina
Darrin Jr., William A.
DeAngelis, Chris

Deimel, Howard

Dejong, Maryellen C.
Deluryea, Lynda & Bob
Demchuk, Olga

DeWolfe, Aubrey & Joyce
Dion, Arthur

Donigian, David & Eve

Drs. Dudley, Condon & Colisano
Duffy, Bill & Laura

Duford, Jeffrey

Dursema, Holly & Hise, Jeff
Dvorin, Jeff & Nancy
Dwyer, Frederick

Dwyer, Thomas & Dorothy
Eddison, Sydney

Elmer, Don & Barbara
Embree, Lea & Alan
Engelberger, Joe

Fairchild, Christine

Farin, Matthew

Farrell, Sharon L.

Faxon Law Group, LLC*
Feldman, Nell

Ferris, Shirley

Fitness Edge, LLC

Fitze, Elsie

Fitzgerald, Michael M.
Forger, Eleanor and Bob
Fowler, Karen

French, Barbara J.

Friar, Martha & Wilkins, Jeffrey
Fuchs, Frank

Gaberel, Francois & Marlene
Galen, Robert E.

Garden Club of Newtown*
Gates, Thomas & Barbara
Geckle, George L.

Geckle, Robert & Katherine
Genealogy Club of Newtown
Ghobrial, Kareem F.
Gleason, Pam

Glennon, Elvige

Godfrey, Charles

Godin, John & Elizabeth
Godino, Stephen & Susan**
Goebel, Mary & Fred
Golden, Caryn & Joseph
Goldstein, Laura

Goodrich, Albert S. & Mary K. Chari-

table Gift Fund**
Greene, Bradford & Lisa
Grey, Wendy & Chatterjee, Sid
Grudzinskas, Vitalius & Mary
Guay, John & Nancy
Gucciardo, Peter & Diane
Hammalian, Mr. & Mrs. Donald S.

Hammond, Jana

Harper, Silvia

Hartgraves, Cheryl

Hartley, Theresa

Hedin, Keith & Wendy
Heigel, John & Patricia
Hensal Realty Corporation
Hill, Nita M.

Hogan, Mr. & Mrs. Charles D.*
Honan, Colleen

Horowitz, Sharyn

Hoyt, Janet Mitchell*
Hughes, Mike & Claire
Hunter, Judith & Platt, Charles*
Huntington, Jean

Hunyadi, Theodore & Catherine
Imbro, Margaret A.
Ingwersen, Kevin & Sally
Irrera, Raymond

James, M. Jean

Janco, Kevin

Johnston, Douglas

Jones, Eveline

Judge, Dolores

Kahn, Betty

Kapur, Manju

Kapur, Sandeep

Karcher, Dorothy B.

Kase, George

Kaufman, Stephen & Ethel
Kavovit, Jeffrey & Veronica
Kelly Family Cuidiu Foundation**
Kerler, Helga

Killin, Trip

King, Virgina C.

Kirk, Ann M.

Kish, Tom

Klein, Elizabeth S.

Klein, Mr. & Mrs. H. R.
Kocet, Joseph & Holly
Kohrman, Katherine
Kokoszka, Stanley J.
Kopesky, Walter & Virginia
Kost, Kathleen

Kostka, Henry & Bonnie
Krell, Barbara

Kuzmich, Sandra

LaCroce, Louis J.

Landgrebe, Bruce & Janet
Landin, Steven & Cynthia
Laub, Stuart

Lauricella, E.

Lees, Diana

Leety, Mr. & Mrs. Charles Leety
Leitner, Luella

Lerman, Kenneth & Laura
Lewis, Marjorie

Licht, Susan & Peter

Linden, Allan

Llodra, Ellin Patricia

Long, Michael
Lopez-Cepero, Henry
Lopreato, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony J.
Lukeris, Deborah

Luria, Mary

Lutz, Erin

Madden, Richard L.
Madzula, John & Kathleen
Malkin, William & Marianne
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Manfredonia, Mr. & Mrs. W.
Mang, Lorenz

Maresca, Vicky

Margulies, Martin & Beth
Marinaccio, Mary & Michael
Martin, Nancy

Martocci, John

Masone, Giacomo & Amy
Maurer, Robert & Joann
Mauri, Julie

Mazzariello, Rick & Catherine
McAllister,Karen

McCarthy, Margaret & Bill
McCarthy, Pat & Walter
McGirr, John & Mary Jane
McGuire, Cynthia

McKinley, Kerry & Brenda
McMahon, John & Ellen
McNulty, Peter & Vincenza
Meehan, Ted

Menousek, Noreen & Michael
Meyer, Susan & Jeffrey
Milhaven, Kathy

Mitchell, Lynn & Michael
Moore, Robert A.

Morley, Marcia & Jim*

Morris, Paul & Nicole

Morse, Susan

Motyka Associates

Murphy, John & Nancy
Murray, Robert T. & Family
Nanavaty, Glenn

Nelson, David & Marjorie
Nelson, Douglas A.

Nemeth, Joseph & Jill
Newtown Center for Pediatrics, LLC*
Newtown Color Center
Newtown Lions Club Foundation, Inc.*
Newtown Rotary Club Foundation
Newtown Savings Bank***
Newtown Woman’s Club FWC, Inc.*
Northrop, Shelley*

Norwell, Susan

0O'Byrne, Dorthea B.

O'Connell, William & Corey
O'Connor, Barbara A.
O'Connor, Katherine

Olsen, Stewart & Coral
Olszewski, Stacey & John
O’Mara, Richard J.

Ondak, Mr. & Mrs. James J.
O'Neill, Carmel

Onofrey, Maribeth & Ken
Osier, Tod L. & Klug, Jennifer L.
Owens, Patricia & Dylag, Mike
Paes, Elizabeth

Pankey, Barbara

Parker, Allan M.

Parvis, Martha & Paul
Pasquini, Gina A. & Moller, Barry S.
Patron

Payne, Elizabeth Ann

Peters, George

Petersen, Joan M.

Pettit, Elizabeth

Phenix Environmental, Inc. (L.F. Mango)
Phillips, Barbara & Art

Phillips, Virginia

Plunkett, William

Poetl, Paul

Pompa, Daniel T.

Poulin, Bob & Sylvia

Powers, Thomas

Priepke, John

Proctor, Michael & Peters, M. Anne

Prokai, Bela

Puente, Calvin & Audrey

Queija, Peg**

Reed, John & Christina

Regan, William E.

Regensburger, Leslie & Jeffrey

Reilly, James & Suzanne

Renjilian, Mr. & Mrs. J. H.

Rennagel, Marilyn

Richardson, Judith

Rizzo, Mr. & Mrs. Michael

Roberts, M. K.

Robilotti, Martha

Roche, Kevin M.

Rod, Denise

Rohmer, Maureen

Roman, Suzanne

Rose, Alison & Adam

Rosenthal, Michelle

Rothstein, Dr. Anne & Hellman,
Jane*

Rowley, Judy & Steve

Rudolph, Bruce & Mary Ann

Ruzi, Elan & Francine

Ryer, Barbara

Sanches, Clemente V.

Savings Bank of Danbury

Scalora, Theresa

Scanlon, Marianne

Scanlon, Thomas

Scebold, Jo-Ann

Schiavone, Joseph A.

Schmidt, Bob & Josie

Schmidt, Jerome & Patricia

Schunter, David

Seibert, Nancy

Seidel, John

Sgammato, Ralph & Christine

Shawah, Tom & Natalie

Shohet, Bob & Barbara

Sholtes, Mark & Azra

Shugg, Jane & Wilbur

Siciliano, Maddy

Siegel, Andrew

Signorelli, Carolyn

Simonovich, Margaret M.

Sipherd, Ray & Anne Marie

Sit, Poyi Ginny

Siwik, Sharon L.

Skalandunas, Donald

Skalandunas, Gary & Alexa

Skrzypczak, Joseph D. & Janis**

Smiertka, Pat & Hutchinson, Doug

Smiley, George & Carol

Smith, David & Mardi

Smith, Durham

Smith, Jennifer

Sodoski, Anthony & Isabel

Sorrentino, Magdalene

Spay & Neuter Assoc. of Newtown

St. George, Patricia M.

St. Rose of Lima Parish

Staack, Charles & Tichey-Staack,

Mary
Stambaugh, Mary Clark
Stark, Walter & Cathleen
Starkweather, Julia
Steuer, John & Susan
Stokes, Wayne
Stone, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
Storms, Gary & Joan
Stott, John J.
Strasburger, Russell F.
Streett, Dr. J. W. & Moody, Dr. K. D.
Studley, Don & Marg
Sutton, Stephen
Swenson, James
Syed, Shahnaz & Naimez
Taback, Jacqueline
Talluto, Michael
Taunton Press, Inc. ***
Tausig, Lorraine & Paul
Terry, Carol
Thomas, William R.
Thompson, David B. & Marion
Tichy, Kristin
Tobin, Douglas
Torma, Joseph S.
Tousignant, Jeff & Jennifer
TR Paul, Inc.
Trentacosta, John F. & Linda
Turner, Neale & Joan
Uhde, William
Valentine, Alexander
Vensel, Amy
Verrilli Family
Waite, Emile
Warner, Diane & Dr. Neal
Waterbury, Gerry & Harry
Weidenhamer, Dr. Robert & Linda
Weiner, Mary Ellen
Weisgerber, Jr., Art & Dickson, M. J.
Weller Foundation, Inc.**
West, Rose B.
White, Mr. & Mrs. William T.
Whitmore, Richard
Whittemore, Nancy B.
Wilbur, Maya
Williams, Martin
Wiss, Sophia K.
Wittmer, Laura Z.
Wollman, Daniel
Wood, Wally & Marian
Woodbridge Running Company,
Brookfield
Woods, Mark P.
Wrabel, Laurie K.
Wourtz, Brenda & Jeff
Yee, Alvin & Mary K.
Yemc Jr., Bernard & Barbara
Young, Kevin & Elizabeth
Zaharek, Rose Marie & John F.
Zang, Joanne
Zic, Virginia F.
Zigman, Gary F.
Zukowski, Charles & Deborra

* Sarah Mitchell Circle
** Cyrenius H. Booth Benefactors
*** William Edmund Guild
***¥* Mary Hawley Society



DID YOU KNOW...

During FY14/15 over 140,000
people visited the library?

Of Newtown's 28,152
residents there are
23,320 registered
cardholders?

We circulated We held 909 We logged

223,616 programs 39,885 uses of
items attended by our online
11,438 patrons resources

The Booth Library is valuable to the community!

The American Library Association's Library
Value Calculator sets our value to Newtown at
$4,416,998 - over four times our budget!

Cyrenius H. Booth Library e 25 Main Street, Newtown CT 06470
203-426-4533
www.chboothlibrary.org




